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Aristotelian Critical Analysis of “Heat”

Movie: “Heat”

Produced By: Lion Brand Film

Released By: Warner Bros., Inc. 

Producer: Art Linson

Director: Michael Mann

Stars: Robert De Niro, Al Pacino and Val Kilmer

Screened: October 2, 1995.

	
	


Inventio – “Heat” comes from a long line of cop movies and television shows created by Michael Mann. Michael Mann’s most famous creation is televisions “Miami Vice.” Michael also directed two semi-popular cop films during the eighties called "Manhunter" and "Thief.”

Dispositio – “Heat” is a look into the lives of a L.A. cop (Pacino) and the professional bank robber (De Niro). It portrays the dedication both men have to their jobs and ironically how they are more alike than they think even though their jobs are like oil and water. The movie can easily be summarized by one of De Niro’s famous philosophical lines “Never have a relationship with someone that you can't walk out on in 30 seconds flat if you feel the heat coming around the corner.”

Pronunciatio – “Heat” has a very dramatic style of music for a so-called action movie. Many times during the movie low-toned tunes are used to let you reflect on character development and the current situation at hand. Only during the cop and robber chase scenes does the tempo increase to add to the action of the chases. Many camera shots are used while filming “Heat.” During dramatic portions of the movie the camera shots are close up to portray the emotion of the characters on screen. While important action moments are going on, the camera fades back and lets the actors run loose. Another way that Michael Mann uses the camera to capture the moment in a chase scene is when he zooms-in on one of the characters (Pacino) and then uses a pan shot of him running (after De Niro).

Elecutio – De Niro, Kilmer, Tom Sizemore, and Jon Voight give memorable performances as sensitive bank robbers, with nothing to lose. The way they portray hardened robbers from their “years on the job” while subtly gracing the screen with professional elegance is shocking. This teamwork acting will be imitated in future movies. Pacino plays an unforgettable cop running the Homicide Division of the Los Angeles Police Department and tries to conquer the crime of Los Angeles. Pacino literally goes from good cop to bad cop in a matter of seconds because of his extraordinary ability to work his facial expressions and make the audience feel the expressions he is portraying in his face. Ashley Judd plays an outstanding supporting role, being a robber’s (Kilmer) wife. Judd’s ability to change her emotional up’s and down’s are deciphered by her ability to act as the calm supporting woman she can be, or the frantic wife with no direction in life. 


Memoria – The most memorable scene comes during the last quarter of the movie, after approximately two hours of main character development (Pacino and De Niro). Pacino and De Niro decide to meet at a coffee shop and talk together about the upcoming heist that Pacino assumes De Niro is going to be making and the ready attack De Niro is expects from Pacino’s police squad. They both talk about their jobs and actually develop a certain respect for each other. Pacino says that now, after talking with De Niro, he isn't really going to like putting him away if he catches him in the act. De Niro tells Pacino that he wouldn't like to kill him if he gets in his way, but he wouldn't hesitate for a second.

